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As we gather to celebrate the ministries of the past year and the ways in which God has worked 

in our midst, I am grateful for the opportunity to serve such a faithful and loving congregation as Pastor 

of Administration!  For the past seven years, I have been blessed to share with you in God’s work in 

Santa Barbara, and I continue to be thankful for the care and support which this church provides, 

allowing me to serve you more fully. 

As I oversee the administrative responsibilities of the church, there are several areas where we 

are doing well.  Our boards are very responsible and take great care to ensure that our financial practices 

and our decisions are wise and responsible.  Our property and finance board has been working carefully 

this year to prepare for this pastoral transition in a proactive manner.  Our Cliff Drive Care Center board 

has worked this year to transition our Counseling Center into our Counseling Referral Network, 

continuing our emphasis on healthy churches and people in this new stage.  The addition of Annie Kyle 

to our administrative staff in the role of Communications Coordinator has provided for an incredible 

increase in our presence in social media, the internet, and in advertising while streamlining our church 

communications.  Kay Howell and Sue Wuertz have been faithfully sharing the administrative assistant 

position, with both sharing their knowledge and passing that knowledge on to Annie and others.  Our 

bookkeeper, Jane Chilton, is a careful and attentive person, taking great care in overseeing our 

bookkeeping system and making sure that our records and finances are kept correctly. 

As I oversee our Cliff Drive Care Center Pre-school and After School Program director Jenny 

Yznaga and staff, there is much to celebrate this year.  We are now filled to capacity two days a week in 

the preschool, and close to capacity on other days.  Our after school enrollment is up this year with an 

average of 15 students here every day.  Last year’s summer camp was close to capacity and included 

many trips to local parks, beaches, businesses, and educational sites.  We are looking forward to summer 

camp again this summer.  We have welcomed several CDCC families to church as visitors or new 

attenders this year, and they have enjoyed several of our joint events.  Jenny is always casting vision for 

the next steps for our preschool.  Please pray with us as we discern how God may be calling us to reach 

out next. 

My time with our college students/young adults is full of many blessings.  Our church is 

welcoming students/young adults and becoming their family, and we have seen many new Westmont 

students begin attending this year.  We often have 30-40 Westmont students in service on a Sunday 

morning!  In addition, we have a new small group meeting this year for college seniors and recent 

graduates.  We are discussing everything from basic life skills to the Biblical foundations for healthy 

living and everything in between.  They are engaged and excited, and the discussions are wonderful. 

Encounter has been a joy to oversee this year as we have explored Jesus in the gospels.  We have 

explored the historical context of the gospels, Jesus’s encounters with women, the calling of the 

disciples, meals, and the outworking of the gospel in India.  Together we are learning more about who 

Jesus is and what he meant both for the first disciples and for us today. 

I ask that you would thank God with me for the ways he has blessed the administrative, CDCC, 

Encounter, and college student ministries of the church.  Please also pray for wisdom to address 

whatever challenges we will face in the coming year, asking God to bring his solutions to light and to 

help us reach into Santa Barbara with his love.   


