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There is a tree in our front yard that is just 
lovely.  I don't know what kind it is, but it is a joy to my 
life.  When we moved in, the owner had done 
extensive work to the house and the yard, putting in 
drought resistant landscaping.  This tree most of the 
year has green leaves that turn a brilliant orange/red in 

the autumn.  Then, they all fall off, leaving the tree quite 
bare.  When we first moved in, I was certain we had 

killed it.  It stays denuded until the spring and then 
slowly. . . . little green leaves appear, giving way 
to buds which are the most gorgeous pink you 
have ever seen.  One of our neighbors said it is 
her favorite tree on her daily walk.   
Rainer Maria Rilke says, "Spring has returned.  
The earth is like a child that knows poems."   
One of the greatest pleasures on earth is the joy 
of seeing so much of our town awash in flowers in 
spring.  It can be hard to remember that our 

community continues to live in the aftermath of 
great trauma.  Now, as we gaze with pleasure on all 
God has created, may we be grateful.  When I look at 

my tree, I am reminded that no matter how 
beautiful the landscape, it is fleeting.  Now 
is a good time to enjoy how the earth is 
bursting forth.  Smelling the beautiful 
flowers along the way, listening to the 
sounds of the birds singing, enthralled with 
the gorgeous colors all around us.  Let's 
continue to lift up our neighbors who have 
lost so much, praying that spring is a time 
of hope and renewal for them as well.     
  With thankfulness, 
  Pastor Colleen
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A Prayer in Spring  

OH, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 
And give us not to think so far away 
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 
All simply in the springing of the year. 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 
And make us happy in the happy bees, 
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

And make us happy in the darting bird 
That suddenly above the bees is heard, 
The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 
And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 

For this is love and nothing else is love, 
To which it is reserved for God above 
To sanctify to what far ends he will, 
But which it only needs that we fulfill.  

by Robert Frost
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This Ministry Sponsored by 
 Cliff Drive Care Center   Santa Barbara Free Methodist Church  
 The Balin Trust   Friends of Senior Lunch         Thank you!
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Thank you from Michele 
I would like to thank you all for your generous gift. 

I am touched by your thoughtfulness and I am forever grateful 
for the opportunity to serve you. 

I send my love and wishes for a blessed, healthy and serene 2018. 
Michele 

All are welcome to join us for a fantastic lunch! 

May 3  
We have such a treat for you today.  One of our own, an 
artist and writer extraordinaire, has just published a book 
of poetry.  Mary Freericks writes about her growing up in 
an Armenian-Russian family in Iran in her book 
called Blue Watermelon.  This book is a collection of 
poems where she chronicles her interesting life against 
the backdrop of historical world changes.  Mary will be 
with us to talk about her life and read some of her poetry.  
We are honored she will be our guest speaker today.   

For our lunch, we will also be celebrating Cinco De 
Mayo with an enchilada casserole, jicama and 
orange salad, rice and beans, along with chips, salsa 
and guacamole.  All friends are welcome! 

May 17  
The 4th grade class from Providence Christian 
School looks forward to coming to Senior Lunch on this day! Their 
teacher, Christa Jones, is a good friend of ours and we were thrilled 
when she said they could visit.  
There will be 16 students, who will 
bring a variety of questions to 
learn about life when you were 
around their age.  Questions may 
include:  What type of games did 
you play?  What was elementary 
school like for you?   Did you grow 
up in Santa Barbara?  If you did, how has it changed?  What was your 
favorite activity in school?  Did you play sports? The students will also 
bring along some jokes and/or riddles to share.  We love good cross-
generational conversations, so we hope you will be there for a time they 
will always remember.  For lunch, we will have Chicken Piccata, which 
is an Italian word meaning 'annoyed.'  How funny is that? We will serve 
it with fettuccine Alfredo and a lovely salad.  
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Cinco de Mayo!!


