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“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us 
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.”   Hebrews 10:23-25 

As I begin my third report as your lead pastor, I am humbled by God’s continued, redemptive 
presence among us.  This is not because we are unique, but because we are earnestly seeking to 
be His people in the days in which we live.  Every age has its joys and challenges.  We are no 
different.  However, I believe we must do as the writer of Hebrews exhorts: to continue to meet 
together with Jesus as our center and encourage each other to reach out with the gospel to an 
unbelieving world while we spur one another on to do good in His name.  The body of Christ 
thrives when we tell our neighbors about Him and when we help those in need.  There are such 
divides in our nation and world today.  Let us keep our focus on God and love one another, as 
we acknowledge and work out the differences and the divides we have, for He is faithful.  

What can we celebrate this year? 

• A thriving social ministry! Cliff Drive Care Center continues to serve families, seniors, and 
those seeking emotional health in our community.  I just met a mother of a new preschooler 
to CDCC… and I was her teacher 29 years ago in our Pre-K program! The Lord is using us to 
impact generations of people in Santa Barbara.  What a joy to have been raising children in 
this place for 55 years! We look to the Lord for the future ministry He has for us.  

• While we said goodbye to Pastor T.J. Breshears, we welcomed Pastor Nikki Ramage as his 
replacement.  After a national search, the best candidate for Adult Ministries was among us.  
She is already doing good work where we see healthy fruit being borne and we expect God 
to help us grow under her care. 

• The book of Mark! What a joy to go through that entire gospel together.      

• One word which has kept coming to mind this year is LIFE.  It has felt like we are 
experiencing growth in various areas, which is so encouraging to witness.  We are blessed 
with people, both lay and clergy, who work hard for God’s Kingdom to be experienced in the 
lives of those who most need to know Him.  We are faithful in our giving and people are 
being cared for as they live faith in Christ out loud all over this city. 

• Some images in my mind’s eye from this year: the Day of the Dip fundraiser for CDCC, 
praying for our students who were heading out to Costa Rica, baptizing a new believer at 
age 80 a few days before she passed away, beautiful moments in worship, welcoming babies 
to their first Sunday at church, talking about pastoral work with upcoming leaders, 
participating in packed Encounters about great topics, mourning those we have lost, 
counseling couples getting married, hearing the amazing work of our missionaries, Youth 
Sunday, and making snow cones for so many kids at the Fall Family Festival.  God is good!  

While we have much to celebrate, we also have much work to do.  Let us continue to look to the 
Day of Christ’s approaching with wisdom, diligence, trust, and hope.  May the Lord protect us 
from any kind of worldliness, and may we come in unity before Him.  May God use the place 
He has given us in His body to expand His kingdom.  May the One who is unwaveringly 
consistent find us faithful to the work He has given us to do.  Amen.        



*  This amount reflects money given both to budgeted items and to other ministries through our church. 

** Since 2017, he CDCC number represents the total number of people served in the various areas.

FMC Year Worship Sunday School Bible Studies Membership Total Income*

1997 350 175 125 356 $335,158
1998 375 166 165 389 $444,559
1999 394 137 165 371 $519,559
2000 409 117 190 396 $699,635
2001 437 139 205 309 $611,502
2002 448 156 245 325 $651,745
2003 461 148 230 343 $545,241
2004 463 135 290 364 $556,129
2005 450 128 193 387 $577,292
2006 447 141 210 360 $819,755
2007 456 129 221 368 $909,585
2008 467 121 270 376 $787,850
2009 430 109 257 390 $639,848
2010 453 154 312 417 $658,263
2011 419 130 332 409 $810,808
2012 420 135 291 426 $932,158
2013 444 135 300 421 $894,901
2014 440 145 310 425 $1,013,996
2015 483 145 300 399 $911,133
2016 441 105 305 341 $1,108,646
2017 364 128 307 335 $1,054,739
2018 398 118 350 325 $1,125,232

CDCC Year Children Seniors Counseling Total Helped Total Income
2009 96 60 170 326 $504,660
2010 71 63 140 306 $582,815
2011 76 63 140 279 $546,537
2012 85 64 125 284 $591,375
2013 80 80 135 285 $497,883
2014 84 80 120 284 $541,294
2015 88 75 100 263 $723,229
2016 102 78 — 180 $705,224
2017 196 97 — 293 $711,833
2018 203 158 90 471 $738,678


