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“Rise up, O Lord, in all your power. With music and singing we celebrate your mighty acts.” Psalm 21:13 (New Living 
Translation). God loves a good celebration. The Bible uses the word “celebrate” at least 96 times. God does great things 
and we are thankful. Our own family is doing a lot of celebrating this year with a wedding and a university graduation. 
Celebrating is good. The following reflects the ways we can celebrate what God has been doing in our church family 
through the three primary areas for which I care: 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

 By the numbers:  
o Active Roster: 36 High School students; 20 6th grade/Jr. High 
o Volunteer Leaders: 13 
o Avg. weekly participation (including Wednesday night, Sunday, worship, Life group):  45 

 Excellent volunteer staff – I am deeply grateful for the team of adults and college students who regularly give 
their time to help in the shepherding care of this ministry. Their love and dedication inspires me.  

 Growing deeper and wider – Presently we have 5 different High School Life Groups meeting before school, 
lunches and at various other times during the week. Group times include food, talking about life with its highs/lows 
and how we are growing in our relationship with Christ. We have also welcomed in many new youth and families 
this year. The youth ministry is a great reflection of our welcoming church as we connect with new people. 

 Thriving high school seniors – We are blessed with another great group of 12th graders who are taking 
leadership in the ministry and in the life of the church. Some of them became members of our church this past 
year and others are taking leadership in the community.  

 Serving the community and the world – Throughout the year we have challenged our youth to serve locally at 
Unity Shoppe, Seder dinner, sock distribution to our friends without homes, “Sunday’s Cool,” numerous other 
volunteer opportunities and we took a team to Free Methodist church in urban Miami.  

 
WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 Faithful team – God has gifted us with a great group, young and old, who willingly give their talents and time for 
the Lord in helping to lead worship. Presently our team roster includes about 35 people who lead musically and 
another 10 who are readers. We are grateful to God for you. 

 New, young worship leaders – God has gifted us with some new worship leaders over the last year. We are 
blessed by their passion to worship the Lord and the creativity they bring. 

 Commitment to lead inspiring worship for all generations – We remain solidly committed to providing worship 
opportunities firmly grounded in our Wesleyan tradition, reaching into ALL the generations and backgrounds of 
our people. Our priority is to let Christ lead us into further depth, diversity and understanding as we seek to 
worship our Lord in spirit and in truth. 

 Kim – For 27 years Kim Collins has faithfully ministered among us in often quiet and unseen ways. Thanks Kim 
for your gifts and talents in music, sound, space and for lovingly coming alongside our worship team in all its 
variety 

 
MISSION MINISTRY 

 Active Global Missions team – Our team continues to meet monthly to actively care for our missionaries and 
projects through prayer and support 

 Supporting a healthy roster of home-grown and established missionaries on four continents – We are 
honored and grateful to support the Shattenberg family in Madagascar, the Leon family in Costa Rica, the 
Winslow family in Asia, the Nuesch-Olver family as they oversee the work in Latin America, the Galler family in 
India and our work with Eden Reforestation. Including these works and others to which our people give 
independently we gave over $150,000 (conservative estimate) in 2015. 

 Being a leading church in our denomination for child sponsorship – We continue to be one of the highest 
giving churches and we sent one of our own, Alicia Wilson, who is now working full-time on the leadership staff of 
International Childcare Ministries 

 Justice/Outreach Leadership Team (JOLT) – This group meets quarterly for networking together with 
representatives from “Loads of Love,” Rescue Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Westside Collaborative, Cliff Drive 
Care Center, Westside Initiative, Intervarsity, Jail ministry, Young Life, Celebrate Recovery, Uffizi and more.  

 

It continues to be my joy to serve on this pastoral team and though I spend much of my time in the area above 
I am also thankful to be one of the pastors of the whole church. With this report and I celebrate 32 years 
among you and I trust God for many more! Thanks for all your love, prayers and encouragement.  


