
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE  
6:00am, April 21, 2019 
 
WELCOME - Pastor Colleen Hurley-Bates 

Early on a Sunday morning, three days after Jesus Christ was crucified on a cross, a few women went to 
the tomb where He had been laid to rest. When they arrived, what a surprise they found. The tomb was 
empty! He was not there! This morning we gather early to celebrate the best news we have ever heard: 
Jesus is not dead, He is alive! Soon, the sun will arrive over the horizon, signaling the start of a new day. 
Easter is a holiday where the world celebrates the start of God’s new life given for all.  We begin with one 
of the oldest professions of the Christian faith.        
  
APOSTLE’S CREED – Pastor Nikki Ramage 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
And will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
The resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
SONG: The Lion and the Lamb 

VERSE 1 
He's coming on the clouds 
Kings and kingdoms will bow down 
And every chain will break 
As broken hearts declare His praise 
For who can stop the Lord Almighty 
 
CHORUS 
Our God is the Lion, the Lion of Judah 
He's roaring with power, and fighting our battles 
And every knee will bow before Him 
Our God is the Lamb, the Lamb that was slain 
For the sins of the world 
His blood breaks the chains 
And every knee will bow before  

The Lion and the Lamb 
Every knee will bow before Him 
 
VERSE 2 
So open up the gates 
Make way before the King of kings 
The God who comes to save 
Is here to set the captives free 
 
CHORUS 
 
BRIDGE 
For who can stop the Lord Almighty 
Who can stop the Lord Almighty (repeat) 
 
CHORUS

 



MATTHEW 28:1-8 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he 
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.” 
  
SONG: CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  
 
Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!  
 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
Alleluia!

 
JOHN 20:3-10 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
  
SONG: GREAT ARE YOU LORD 

VERSE 
You give life You are love 
You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope You restore every 

 
Heart that is broken 
And great are You Lord 
 



CHORUS 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 
We pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
 
VERSE 

CHORUS 
 
BRIDGE 
And all the earth will shout Your praise 
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing 
Great are You Lord (repeat) 
 
CHORUS

 
JOHN 21:1-7a 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed 
himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. 
 
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”  
 
SONG: JESUS 

VERSE 1 
There is a truth older than the ages 
There is a promise of things yet to come 
There is One born for our salvation: Jesus 
 
VERSE 2 
There is a light that overwhelms the darkness 
There is a kingdom that forever reigns 
There is freedom from the chains that bind us 
Jesus, Jesus 
 
CHORUS 1 
Who walks on the waters, Who speaks to the sea 
Who stands in the fire beside me 
He roars like a lion, He bled as the Lamb 
He carries my healing in His hands, Jesus 
 
VERSE 3 

There is a name I call in times of trouble 
There is a song that comforts in the night 
There is a voice that calms the storm that rages 
He is Jesus, Jesus 
 
BRIDGE 
Messiah, my Savior, there is power in Your name 
You're my rock and my Redeemer 
There is power in Your name, in Your name 
 
CHORUS 2 
You walk on the waters, You speak to the sea 
You stand in the fire beside me 
You roar like a lion, You bled as the Lamb 
You carry my healing in Your hands (repeat) 
Jesus, Jesus 
What can wash away my sin,  
Nothing but the blood of Jesus 



 
JOHN 21:7b-14 

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into 
the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
 
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, 
full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 
same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 
 
HOMILY - Pastor Colleen Hurley-Bates 

 
SHARING OF EASTER PRAISES 

 
RESPONSIVE READING 

Leader: Christ is risen! 
 
People:  He is risen indeed! 

Leader: In His great mercy He has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead.  
1 Peter 1:3 
 
People: He is risen indeed! 

Leader: Jesus has come that we may have life, and 
have it to the fullest.  
John 10:10 
 
People: He is risen indeed! 

Leader: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  
2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
People: He is risen indeed! 

Leader: God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  
Acts 2:24 
 
People: He is risen indeed! 

Leader: Christ is risen 
 
People: He is risen indeed! 

 

 

 



SONG: HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 
VERSE 1 
O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 
REFRAIN 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
 
 

VERSE 2 
And when I think of God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 
 
REFRAIN 
 
VERSE 3 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And lead me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow with humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 
 
REFRAIN

 
BENEDICTION  

Wherever you go on this day, remember to share the joyous truth with those you meet. These words 
remind us of the hope we have in the power of our resurrected Lord.   
 
(3x) Proclamation: HE IS RISEN!                 Response: HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
  
Go, in the peace and power of the resurrected Christ, who is ALIVE! 

Join us for one of our services at the Free Methodist Church just up the hill at 1435 Cliff Drive 

8:00 am  |   9:30 am  |  11:00 am 

 

“The King, full of mercy and goodness, very far from chastising me, embraces me with love, makes me eat at His 
table, serves me with His own hands, gives me the key of His treasures; He converses and delights Himself with me 

incessantly, in a thousand and a thousand ways, and treats me in all respects as His favorite. It is thus I consider 
myself from time to time in His holy presence.” 

- Brother Lawrence (1614-1691, France) 
 

“The language and actions in John 21 sound like communion. It was a meal of divine significance – but it isn’t the 
same as the Lord’s Supper. As they sit there, focused on Jesus, they are reminded of his presence in their midst – all the 
time. Their task from here on is to take this message of Light in the midst of darkness out into the world. They are no 

longer drifting alone on a barren sea – the Risen Lord was accessible to them and provided for their strengthening 
and empowerment for ministry in the world.” 

- N.T. Wright 
-  
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