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“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”    Colossians 3:15-17 

I am grateful to the Lord for this congregation.  This year marks 30 years for me being part of 
this church.  What a joy it has been to share God’s life together! This is my second report as 
your Lead Pastor.  Let us celebrate what the Lord is doing here: 

• God continues to grow us as His people.  This is evident in small groups, retreats, worship, 
seminars, and with our children and youth.  People’s lives are being transformed by His 
grace.  His presence continues to be among us whenever we gather together.  I praise the 
Lord for people who are teachable to His Spirit. 

• We have a thriving team of leaders, both those who are volunteer and those who are paid.  
What wisdom to have lay leaders and clergy serving together to do the work of God!  On our 
boards, in our strategic planning, overseeing projects, facilitating at all levels, leading on 
Sunday mornings, teaching our kids of all ages, organizing, praying, and guiding—we are a 
blessed church indeed.  I praise God for how His body functions. 

• Cliff Drive Care Center continues to be a place where people’s needs are met with the love of 
God.  It is humbling that everyday this is a safe place for learning, nurturing, sharing, and 
healing.  I praise God for this outreach and the great work that He still has for us to do.   

• This year, we began being an overseeing resource for a promising church plant in 
Bakersfield.  They just celebrated one year of ministry! I praise God for this new life in our 
Southern California community.  

• We continue to raise up leaders in the next generation.  It is exciting to come alongside 
young people and help them find the place God has for them.  Both in vocational ministry 
and in the community at large, many new leaders are coming into their own.  I praise God 
for a church body which values a future He is guiding us to step into. 

• A sign of healthy life is stable finances.  God, through your generosity, helped us made 
budget in a year that looked bleak.  Thank you.  Another sign of healthy life is new faces, of 
which we have many.  I praise God for such a welcoming, generous place.  

We have had real challenges this year: natural disasters, many personal losses for our people, 
tragic loss all over the globe, continued difficulty as a divided nation in ways we cannot seem 
to bridge, people in our culture not seeing God as relevant—yet the Lord continues to show us 
how to do His work in this time and season in our world, with authenticity before Him.   

I praise God for a church that trusts in the Risen King and is willing to talk to one another 
about the pain we experience while still looking together to Jesus for who He wants us to be.  
In this next year, may we continue to look to Him for fresh vision as we live out the mandate 
He has given us to make disciples of all nations, as we teach obedience to what He has 
commanded, remembering He is always with us. 



*  This amount reflects money given both to budgeted items and to other ministries through our church. 

** This number represents the total number of children enrolled at a CDCC program in 2017.

FMC Year Worship Sunday School Bible Studies Membership Total Income*

1996 357 180 120 313 $282,231
1997 350 175 125 356 $335,158
1998 375 166 165 389 $444,559
1999 394 137 165 371 $519,559
2000 409 117 190 396 $699,635
2001 437 139 205 309 $611,502
2002 448 156 245 325 $651,745
2003 461 148 230 343 $545,241
2004 463 135 290 364 $556,129
2005 450 128 193 387 $577,292
2006 447 141 210 360 $819,755
2007 456 129 221 368 $909,585
2008 467 121 270 376 $787,850
2009 430 109 257 390 $639,848
2010 453 154 312 417 $658,263
2011 419 130 332 409 $810,808
2012 420 135 291 426 $932,158
2013 444 135 300 421 $894,901
2014 440 145 310 425 $1,013,996
2015 483 145 300 399 $911,133
2016 441 105 305 341 $1,108,646
2017 364 128 307 335 $1,054,739

CDCC Year Children Seniors Counseling Total Helped Total Income
2008 103 55 158 311 $589,351
2009 96 60 170 326 $504,660
2010 71 63 140 306 $582,815
2011 76 63 140 279 $546,537
2012 85 64 125 284 $591,375
2013 80 80 135 285 $497,883
2014 84 80 120 284 $541,294
2015 88 75 100 263 $723,229
2016 102 78 — 180 $705,224
2017 196 ** 97 — 293 $711,833


