
Issue 29 April 2017

Page �1

FM Kids News
Nursery | Toddlers | Pre-School | K - 5

Our mission is to: Know, Love, and Follow Jesus

“Deep and Wide” Thoughts from Doug 

For my birthday my oldest daughter, Kelly and her husband Spencer gave me an 
Amazon Echo. I have been learning how to let “Alexa” know what information I need or 
what song to play. She doesn’t give me the answers to everything – but that’s another 
article. When making a request of “Alexa” I have found myself saying “please” and 
occasionally “thank you.” She does not require courtesies, but I am used to being 
respectful!  

My parents taught me how to say “thank you” and being in the life of this church family I 
have had plenty of opportunities to say it! 

I recently heard a podcast on the importance of expressing our gratitude to those with 
whom we work or work for us. The speaker was quick to state, “gratitude breeds 
generosity.” When we are thankful, others learn how to give and be thankful 
themselves.  

While we know the importance of doing something not just for the “thank you” we would 
all say we appreciate when someone says those thoughtful words.  

After nine months in this role, I want to say “thank you “ to this community of kids and 
families for your encouragement and support for our team members and me. We do 
feel appreciated, and this gratitude causes us to give more. We do not take our 
membership on your team for granted. 

May your home also be a place of giving thanks, where kids know your specific thanks 
for the good deeds they do and the character they exhibit. May they, in turn, be grateful 
to you and others through their words and extended generosity.  

Giving God thanks for you, 

Doug 

Email: doug@fmcsb.org 
Text: 805-252-3216 
Office: 805-965-1338 x224 

mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

   “Gratitude breeds generosity”          Andy Stanley, Leadership Podcast, December 2016

COMING EVENTS 
April 15 – Easter Egg Hunt (See page 4 for  
 details) 

April 16 – Easter!! 

May 11 - Parent Seminar 

May 14 – JOURNEY class for 4th and 5th  
 graders 

May 21 – JOURNEY class for 4th and 5th  
 graders 

June 4 – Pentecost Baptism service 

June 25 – “Sunday’s Cool” 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – “Sunday’s Cool”

HELPER for Kindergarten/1st-grade class 
We are still looking for a helper to be available once every two weeks in our K/1st grade Sunday 
program. If you could give one Sunday a month, or even two, that would be helpful. If you are 
interested in knowing more contact Pastor Doug and we will go from there!

HOLY WEEK HAPPENINGS
APRIL 9 Palm Sunday - Kids wave palms at the 
beginning of the 9:30am service

APRIL 13 Seder Dinner, 6pm, Upper Fellowship 
room

APRIL 14 Good Friday Tenebrae service, 7:30pm, 
Sanctuary 

APRIL 15 Easter Egg Hunt, 9am, La Mesa Park

APRIL 16 Easter Sunrise Service, 6am, Leadbetter 
Beach Park

APRIL 16 Easter Worship Services, 8, 9:30 and 
11am, Sanctuary 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Kindergarten through 5th-grade 
children are learning the Lord’s prayer 
on Sunday mornings. The next time 
they are in the communion service, 
they won’t even have to look at the 
slide!!  Here is the version they are 
learning if you want to practice with 
them: 

“Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.”

“JOURNEY”  
(Confirmation class for 4th & 5th graders) 
“JOURNEY” (formerly known as confirmation) is a time of 
intentional preparation giving 4th and 5th graders the 
opportunity to reflect on the most fundamental beliefs of our 
faith and offering them a safe environment to ask 
questions. This confirmation time helps our kids to 
investigate the depths of the faith and helps them begin to 
understand what it means to become a fully devoted 
follower of Jesus Christ and to make their first public 
profession of faith through baptism. During this time our 
4th and 5th graders "make firm" what has gone before: 
God's prevenient grace, the teaching, and witness of 
parents and other persons of faith, the teachings, and life 
together in the church, the student's growing faith. 

I will be teaching this class on two consecutive Sundays, 
May 14 and May 21st, during the 9:30 am hour. Even if your 
child has done this class before, there will always be new 
material and parts worth repeating. For those who are 
ready to be baptized or re-affirm their infant baptism, we 
will be having a service on Sunday, June 4. 

THIS MONTH ON SUNDAY MORNING 
Here are the main points for Sundays in April. This will help you to know what your kids are learning 
and open the door for follow-up discussion! 
April 2  PRE-SCHOOL: “Jesus always welcomes us” (Passover) Matthew 26:1-5, 14-30 

  KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE:  “Jesus always welcomes us” (Passover)  
  Matthew 26:1-5, 14-30 

April 9  PALM SUNDAY: We wave palm branches and join our families for worship in the   
  sanctuary 

April 16 EASTER: We join our families for worship in the sanctuary  

April 23 PRE-SCHOOL: “God helps us to be people of peace” Genesis 26:12-33 

KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE:  “God hears our prayers” Genesis 16:1-15; 21:8-21 

April 30 PRE-SCHOOL: “God will show us how to be people of peace” 1 Samuel 25:1-35 

KINDERGARTEN-5TH GRADE:  “We can be strong and courageous because God is with 
us” Exodus 1:1-2:10



Issue 29 April 2017

Page �4

PLEASE CALL ME (Doug) if you want to talk about how your child is doing, if you have 
any questions about helping you and your child grow deeper in your faith or if you just 
want to talk. I am here for you! My cell phone is 805- 252-3216.

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Saturday, April 15 
La Mesa Park, Meigs Road on the Mesa 
9am 

You are invited to this fun event for all children, up to 5th grade. 
Please bring a dozen candy-filled plastic Easter eggs to donate 
to the hunt. There will be a short story, songs, the hunt, crafts, 
and snacks. If it rains, we’ll meet in the sanctuary. Wouldn’t you 
love to see how that works out? We wouldn’t! 

EASTER EGG HUNT HELP 

We are looking forward to another great Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for 9 am, Saturday, April 15. 
Offering a huge event such as this always takes lots of willing helpers. We will be at the park 
beginning to set up by 8 am and tearing down somewhere around 11 am. If you could help us for 
any amount of time in between these times, we would be grateful. Contact Doug at 
doug@fmcsb.org or 965-1338 x 224 or text at 805-252-3216

RESOURCE 

Free film showing on April 20th, La Cumbre Jr. High 
Theater, 2225 Modoc Road, 6:30-8:30 pm 

In recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month this 
April, the Santa Barbara County Child Abuse 
Prevention Council is proud to present a free 
screening of the one-hour documentary film 
RESILIENCE: The Biology of Stress & the Science of Hope.  

“The child may not remember, but the body remembers.” Researchers have found that adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs)—such as abuse, neglect, and household dysfunction—cause toxic 
stress that can alter brain development, with potential lifelong effects including increased risk of 
physical and mental illness, substance abuse, and family violence. RESILIENCE chronicles the 
birth of a new movement among pediatricians, therapists, educators and communities, who are 
using cutting-edge brain science to help parents and children disrupt the cycle of violence, 
addiction, and disease.  

Join us for a free screening of RESILIENCE, followed by an engaging discussion. Registration is 
not required. For more information, contact Gloria Muñoz at g.munoz@sbcsocialserv.org.
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