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PLEASE CALL ME 
if you want to talk about how your child is doing, if you have any questions about helping 
you and your child grow deeper in your faith or if you just want to talk.   I am here for you!  

My cell phone is 805- 252-3216

FM Kids News
Nursery | Toddlers | Pre-School | K - 5

Our mission is to: Know, Love, and Follow Jesus
“Deep and Wide” Thoughts from Doug 
Over the last month, off and on, I have been spending some time in the New Testament book of 
Hebrews 12. It says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of 
witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, 
especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race 
God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who 
initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s 
throne.3 Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t 
become weary and give up. (NLT). 
Here are three key words to help us remember three key messages: 

1) Cheerleaders – We do have a crowd of witnesses who have gone before us, waiting for 
us at the finish line. It is also good for us to have and our kids to have a crowd of 
witnesses cheering us on. Who are those witnesses/cheerleaders in our lives? 

2) Weight – It is so easy to carry more weight than needed. Jesus said he would make our 
burden light: a “day pack” rather than a “backpack” full of books. In what ways are we 
carrying burdens God could be carrying? How are our kids feeling the impact of us 
carrying unnecessary weight? 

3) Eyes – Dirt bikers tell me when on a narrow path if your focus is on not hitting that rock 
you will almost always hit it! Keeping one’s eyes on the path steers us away from the rock. 
What would help us to keep your eyes more on Jesus and less on what the world calls us 
to do? Where would our kids say our eyes are focused? 

I am one of your and your kid’s cheerleaders in this race. Don’t ever hesitate to reach out to me 
or our leadership team as we “run” with you and your kids during this season. We’re here for you.  

Trusting Him with you, 

Doug 
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THIS MONTH ON SUNDAY MORNING 

Here are the main points for Sundays in December. This will help 
you to know what your kids are learning and open the door for 
follow-up discussion! 

Dec. 4  “Prepare for the birth of Jesus”   
  Isaiah 2:1-5 

Dec. 11 “God has a wonderful message for us”  
  Matthew 1:1-25 

Dec. 18 We worship with our church family in the sanctuary 
   (childcare available for infant through pre-school). 
Dec. 25 We worship with our church family in the sanctuary. 

(one service, 10am)

QUOTE OF THE 
 MONTH 
“The goal of parenting isn’t to 
create perfect kids. It is to point 
our kids to the perfect God.”  

Lindsey Bell

PARENTS 
CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING TIME 
and KID’S 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

We are pleased to offer a 
Parents Christmas shopping 
time and FM Kid’s Christmas 
party on Saturday, 
December 3, 1-3:30pm. 
Take advantage of this great 
time for you to get some 
shopping done AND for your 
kids to have a great time here 
at the church. There is no 
cost! Please rsvp to Kelsey 
Hardeman, our childcare 
coordinator at 
childcare@fmcsb.org by 
Wednesday, November 30. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES 
Come and join us for one of 
our three Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services on 
December 24. We have two 
family friendly – lots of songs, 
short message, readings – 
services at 4:30pm and 6pm, 
each an hour in length. The 
4:30pm is always very 
packed so if you can go eat 
first and then come to the 
6pm you’ll find parking a lot 
easier and good seating 
space. 

If you have older children 
who might find it fun to stay 
up later the 11pm is a nice 
choice. We still do a lot of 
singing and with more 
readings. It is contemplative 
and very meaningful. 

BUILDING COMMUNITY WITH FM 
KIDS 
FM KIDS SUNDAY should be a safe and welcoming 
place for everyone. Teachers play a big role in making 
children feel loved and comfortable, and that can 
happen as soon as the child walks in the door. That’s 
why Building community is such an important part of 
our lessons. Saying a child’s name, making eye 
contact, and sharing a smile can help set a welcoming 
tone that will have a positive impact on the rest of the 
session. Building community is a time where children 
learn hospitality and respect for you and one another. 
At times, the activity may connect with the Bible story, 
but its main purpose is to foster interaction and 
community within the group. (Inspired by and words 
taken from an email I received from our curriculum 
provider SHINE)

mailto:childcare@fmcsb.org
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Christmas 2015 
 Memories  
   of His Peace…

…and 2016 yet to come!
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TIPS FOR ADVENT 

Here are some tips that worked for Nancy and me in the years we had kids in the home. I 
am sharing these with you for your inspiration and innovation: 

1) Live nativity at First United Methodist – Every year this church at the corner of 
Garden and Anapamu does an outdoor nativity with real people and animals. 
Check local papers or the web for exact dates. 

2) Play Christmas music at home – We have favorite albums we played at some point 
or another every year while decorating the tree or on the Friday after Thanksgiving 
or Christmas eve or any other time. The music became a part of the tradition 

3) Go see some Christmas lights – There are some great streets for seeing a lot of 
lights all at one time. We kept it short enough to leave the kids wanting more and 
sometimes added a hot chocolate stop or made it at home 

4) Christmas boat parade – Even if you only do this once or twice, like we did, it is 
worth the effort. Not many cities and towns in the U.S. get to have a boat parade! 
Now they even add fireworks. 

5) Advent calendar – An advent calendar starts on the first day of Advent and runs all 
the way to Christmas. Some include a small reading or use an object as a part of 
the lesson. Yes, we often missed days due to schedules, etc. but the moments we 
had were meaningful. We often tagged it on to dinner. 

6) Christmas campout in the living room by the Christmas tree – We did this a few 
times picking a night when the kids were off school. The night included watching a 
Christmas movie, fun snack and pulling out sleeping bags and pads for the parents 
to sleep around the lighted Christmas tree.  

7) Hide the baby Jesus from your nativity set until Christmas – Yes, 
you heard it right. We have several nativity sets of all 
sizes and shapes. We put them out early as decorations 
but didn’t add baby Jesus until He was born on 
Christmas day!  

8) Use the resource LOVE LIFE, LIVE ADVENT or A 
FAMILY CELEBRATION OF ADVENT we are offering at 
the FM KIDS welcome table on Sundays. Send me 
some of your memorable ideas and I will include them 
for next year!


