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Our mission is to: Know, Love, and Follow Jesus

FM KIDS NEWS  

“Deep and Wide” Thoughts from Doug 

I am writing this a few days before Thanksgiving. In recent years this week has become one of 
my favorite of the year. It starts with our all church family Thanksgiving dinner and then moves 
into a quieter series of days where our favorite conversation is gratefulness, where we might 
spend Thursday eating food and enjoying family/friends. 

The peacefulness of the week is a welcome rest between the typical busyness of the fall and 
the coming Advent season too often a little busier than we would like. My hope is by the time 
you read this you will also have experienced the rest and gratitude of those days around 
Thanksgiving.  

With December we turn the corner toward remembering the coming of Christ to earth, who 
came to bring peace! As you navigate these days ahead filled with a few extra activities, 
preparation for Christmas and perhaps the anticipation of being with your larger family it is my 
prayer you and your children will often pause to put your focus on the original and true 
meaning of this season. 

If you need ideas on how to make this happen, do not hesitate to reach out. We are thrilled to 
partner with you and support you in making this a most meaningful Advent and Christmas 
season. Let us know how we can help.  

May God be your wisdom, strength, and peace as you help your kids to know, love and serve 
Jesus.  

Going wider and deeper, 

Doug 

Email: doug@fmcsb.org 
Text: 805-252-3216 
Office: 805-965-1338 x224  

mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

"The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's children, and grandchildren are not money 
or other material things accumulated in one's life, but rather a legacy of character and 
faith."            — Billy Graham, evangelist

COMING EVENTS 

December 2 – Parents Christmas Shopping  
 Time, 1-3:30 pm 

December 17, 24, 31 – Kids worship with  
 parents in the sanctuary. Child Care  
 available for birth through preschool.  

January 7 – FM KIDS Sunday is back! 

January 26 – Parents Night Out 

February 6 – Parent Seminar with Dr. Andrea 
 Gurney

WHAT WE ARE LEARNING  
THIS MONTH 
Sunday, December 3   
Preschool: “Jesus’ birth is the reason we 
celebrate Christmas”  
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “God sent Jesus to 
save us.”  
4th/5th grade: “Jesus gives life” 

Sunday, December 10  
PreSchool:”We can be excited Christ was born”  
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “We worship Jesus 
because of who He is”  
4th/5th grade: “We can help to spread God’s love”

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Come and join us for one of our three Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Services on December 24. We 
have two family-friendly – lots of songs, short 
message, readings – services at 4:30 pm and 6 
pm, each an hour in length. The 4:30 pm is always 
very packed, so if you can eat first and then come 
to the 6 pm you’ll find parking a lot easier and 
pleasant seating space. 

If you have older children who might find it fun to 
stay up later, the 11 pm is an excellent choice. We 
still do a lot of singing and with more readings. It is 
contemplative and very meaningful. 

God’s Gift

Jesus!
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FM KIDS TEACHER/LEADER 
PROFILE 
We have a stellar team of people who love God, 
love kids and want them to love, serve and follow 
Jesus. We think it would be fun for you to know 
more about them.  

This month we highlight Jeff Mumm who is one of 
our dedicated Kindergarten/1st-grade teachers/
helpers and music leader. 

Here are some questions we put to Jeff: 

How long have you been serving on the FM 
KIDS team?   
Three years and 14 days!! 

What is one reason you love being on the team?   
I love teaching kids about God’s love in a creative 
way. 

Where did you go to Kindergarten?  
Skyline Elementary in Elkhorn, Nebraska 

What is one of your favorite memories as a kid?  
I have many good memories associated with 
building forts and bike tracks in my backyard in both 
Nebraska and Texas. 

Where do you work or what do you do with most 
of your hours during the week?  
Most of my time goes into managing my plumbing 
company. The rest of my time is mainly with my 
family, and a very small amount goes into working 
on my dance moves. 

Words of wisdom you would give our kids and 
families:  I like to remember Keith Green's words of 
wisdom, "Remember He is divine, and you are de-
branches." 

RESOURCE 

GOOD DIRT: KINGDOMTIDE  

by Lacy Finn Borgo, Ben Barczi 

A year-long adventure for families 
desiring to grow in Christ and set the 
rhythm of their lives by the Seasons of 
the Church. Good Dirt combines kid-
friendly seasonal activities, daily 
devotionals, and Bible readings. Each 
day the family is rooted in Christ 
through a reading from one of the 
Gospels. Adults and the little ones in 
their homes alike will learn how to 
"Till," "Plant," "Water," and "Weed" 
their souls, living out spiritual formation 
within the most influential social 
context anyone is ever born into the 
family.

Jeff Mumm leading music on Sunday morning
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PLEASE CALL ME (Doug) if you want to talk about how your child is doing, if you have any 
questions about helping you and your child grow deeper in your faith, or if you just want to 
talk. I am here for you! My cell phone is 805- 252-3216.

TIPS FOR ADVENT 

Here are some tips that worked for Nancy and me in the years we had kids in the home. I 
listed these last year and I am sharing these again with you for your inspiration and 
innovation: 

1) Live nativity at First United Methodist – Every year this church at the corner of 
Garden and Anapamu does an outdoor nativity with real people and animals. Check 
local papers or the web for exact dates. 

2) Play Christmas music at home – We have favorite albums we played at some point 
or another every year while decorating the tree or on the Friday after Thanksgiving 
or Christmas Eve or any other time. The music became a part of the tradition 

3) See some Christmas lights – There are some great streets for seeing a lot of lights 
all at one time. We kept it short enough to leave the kids wanting more and 
sometimes added a hot chocolate stop or made it at home 

4) Christmas boat parade – Even if you only do this once or twice, as we did, it is worth 
the effort. Not many cities and towns in the U.S. get to have a boat parade! Now 
they even add fireworks. 

5) Advent calendar – An advent calendar starts on the first day of Advent and runs all 
the way to Christmas. Some include a small reading or use an object as a part of 
the lesson. Yes, we often missed days due to schedules, etc. but the moments we 
had were meaningful. We often tagged it on to dinner. 

6) Christmas campout in the living room by the Christmas tree – We did this a few 
times picking a night when the kids were off school. The night included watching a 
Christmas movie, fun snack and pulling out sleeping bags and pads for the parents 
to sleep around the lighted Christmas tree.  

7) Hide the baby Jesus from your nativity set until Christmas – Yes, you heard it right. 
We have several nativity sets of all sizes and shapes. We put them out early as 
decorations but didn’t add baby Jesus until He was born on Christmas day!  

Send me some of your interesting ideas, and I will include them for next year!


