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FM Kids News
Nursery | Toddlers | Pre-School | K - 5

Our mission is to: Know, Love, and Follow Jesus

“DEEP AND WIDE” THOUGHTS FROM DOUG 

Presently I am reading through the book “Children’s Ministry in the Way of Jesus,” by 
David Csinos and Ivy Beckwith.  I found this quote to be challenging and convicting, 
“Children’s ministry is anything and everything we do to serve children as they walk on the 
spiritual journey. Children’s ministry is all that we do to care for the whole of children’s lives 
– mind, body and soul. Children’s ministry is all of our efforts to nurture the spiritual 
formation of children, to help them live in the way of Jesus, to support them on the journey 
of being disciples of Christ.” (p.37) 

Add to this a conversation I recently had with a youth pastor in Wisconsin. He is making 
the transition to be a youth and children’s pastor. His passion is to see more opportunities 
for children and youth to be disciples of Christ as they are taught in the church AND home! 
The best of spiritual growth for kids happens in the home where loving parents show their 
children the love of Christ through words, attitudes, actions and wise guidance.  

Deuteronomy 11:18-24 says it best, “So commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these words 
of mine. Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. Teach 
them to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the 
road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. Write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates, so that as long as the sky remains above the 
earth, you and your children may flourish in the land the Lord swore to give your 
ancestors.” (New Living Translation) 

We are here to partner with you in caring for your child’s mind, body and soul. Don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me for further thoughts and ideas. The discipleship practice you 
begin now will provide a healthy foundation for entering the adventurous teenage 
years . . . and I will be there for you too! 

Going wider and deeper, 

Doug 

Email: doug@fmcsb.org 
Text: 805-252-3216 
Office: 805-965-1338 x224  C
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

COMING EVENTS 

March 25 – PALM SUNDAY – FM Kids w/ 
families in the sanctuary 

March 31 – Easter Egg Hunt 

April 1 – EASTER – FM Kids w/ families in 
the sanctuary 

April 20 – Parents Night Out 

May 6, 13 – Doug w/ 4th/5th graders – 
“Journey” (Baptism class) 

June 3 – LAST FM KIDS SUNDAY for the 
school year 

June 10,17 - FM Kids w/ families in the 
sanctuary 

June 24 – “Sunday’s Cool” 

July 1,8,15,22,29 – “Sunday’s Cool” 

August 5,12 and 19 - FM Kids w/ families in 
the sanctuary 

August 26 – First Day of FM KIDS SUNDAY 
programming

It was said that D.L. Moody had come back from a tent revival meeting where he reported 
that two and a half people were saved (decided to follow Jesus). Whoever he was talking 
to replied, “You mean, two adults and one child? D.L. Moody responded, “No, two children 
and one adult. When you save a child, you save a life – a whole life.” 

From International Network of Children’s Ministry, March 2012

WHAT WE ARE LEARNING  
THIS MONTH 

Sunday, March 4 
Preschool: “We can love and forgive people 
everyday” Luke 15:11-24 
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “I encourage others 
by caring for them” 2 Kings 5:1-10 
4th/5th grade: “Our light can shine out in our 
courageous actions” Daniel 6 

Sunday, March 11  
PreSchool:”It is good to serve others” Mark 
9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48 
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “God’s love is for 
everyone” 2 Kings 6:8-23 
4th/5th grade: “It is wise to pray and plan before 
acting” Nehemiah 2-4 

Sunday, March 18 
PreSchool:”We can show love and praise to 
Jesus” Matthew 21; Luke 19 
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “Because Jesus loves 
us we can praise Him” Luke 19:28-40 
4th/5th grade: “Jesus gives us life” John 4:4-42 

Sunday, March 25  
Kids and families worship together in the 
sanctuary. Palm branch processional happens 
in the 9:30am service. 
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EASTER EGG HUNT HELP 
We are looking forward to another great 
Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for 9 am, 
Saturday, March 31. Offering a huge event 
such as this always takes lots of willing 
helpers. We will be at the park beginning to 
set up by 8 am and tearing down somewhere 
around 11 am. If you could help us for any 
amount of time in between these times, we 
would be grateful. Contact Doug at 
doug@fmcsb.org or 965-1338 x 224 or text 
at 805-252-3216 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, March 31 
La Mesa Park,  
Meigs Road on the Mesa 
9am 

You are invited to this fun event for all 
children, up to 5th grade. Please bring a 
dozen candy-filled plastic Easter eggs to 
donate to the hunt. There will a short stories, 
songs, the hunt, crafts, and snacks. If it rains, 
we’ll meet in the sanctuary . . . oh, never 
mind . . . we live in Southern California. 😊

PALM WAVING 

All kids pre-school through 5th grade are 
invited to come wave palm branches with 
us on Palm Sunday, March 25 during the 
9:30am service. We will meet in the lobby 
of the church by 9:20am and march in 
during the opening song. Pre-school kids, 
following the processional, can go 
downstairs to childcare. Kindergarten 
through 5th grade will join their families 
sitting in the sanctuary.  

These are times and songs that your children 
will remember throughout their lives.

mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
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PLEASE CALL ME (Doug) if you want to talk about how your child is doing, if you have any 
questions about helping you and your child grow deeper in your faith, or if you just want to 
talk. I am here for you! My cell phone is 805- 252-3216.

RESOURCE 

In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on 
Christian Leadership by Henri J.M. 
Nouwen 

Our best parenting comes out 
of a life dedicated to walking 
with Jesus. This book is about 
building our godly character 
through humility and service. It 
helps all of us, as God’s 
children, to understand our 
role in being disciples. As our 
kids watch us they will know 
more of what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus.  And parents . . . it is a short book! 
Perfect for this season of your life.  

PLEASE CALL ME if you want to talk about 
how your child is doing, if you have any 
questions about helping you and your child 
grow deeper in your faith or if you just want 
to talk.    I am here for you! My cell phone 
is 805- 252-3216.

MOVIES THAT MATTER: TOY 
STORY 3 

Friday, March 9, 7:00PM, Granada Theater 

This is a special event to highlight Cliff 
Drive Care Center, our weekday Free 
Methodist kids ministry. We are offering a 
limited number of free tickets for children 
in CDCC and FMCSB. The movie is 
recommended for kids 10 years old and 
above.  

The cost for adults is $10 per person and 
can be paid for at the door.  

If you would like to reserve tickets for kids 
by Wednesday, March 7, please contact 
Cara Emerson at cara@fmcsb.org or call 
965-1338 ext 0.

mailto:cara@fmcsb.org
mailto:cara@fmcsb.org
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FM KIDS TEACHER/LEADER PROFILE 
We have a stellar team of people who love God, love kids and want them to love, serve 
and follow Jesus. We think it would be fun for you to know more about them.  

This month we highlight Mark Bates who is our faithful 2nd/3rd 
grade teacher. 

Here are some questions we put to Mark.  

How long have you been serving on the FM KIDS team? 

This is my seventh year on the FM KIDS team, teaching 2nd 
& 3rd grade. 

What is one reason you love being on the team? 

Second and third graders are at such a great age to learn 
about Jesus, and how the lessons of the Bible apply to their 
lives! Many of the kids in my class already know most of the 
stories we read, but when we get to discuss how to apply the 
lessons to our lives, it really opens their minds to how God 
wants us to live. 

Where did you go to Kindergarten? (Name of school, location) 

I attended Sedgwick Elementary School in San 
Jose. While it was only a quarter-mile from my 
house, I had to cross one street, so every day, my 
mother and little brother would walk me there and 
watch me cross that street! 

What is one of your favorite memories as a 
kid? 

I enjoyed going to Sunday School at my church, 
because many of my friends there went to different schools than I did, and I only saw them 
once or twice a week. Also, it was in Second Grade there that I gave my life to 
Christ...in Sunday School! 

Where do you work or what do you with most of your hours during the week? 

I am a Professor of Mathematics at Oxnard College, where I have taught for almost 20 
years. In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my family, watching sports, and playing 
(and creating) games! 

Words of wisdom you would give our kids and families . . . 

It's fun to hear what kids have to say and how their mind works at this age. When I hear 
what they contribute to our weekly sharing times, I realize that this generation has more to 
be thankful for--and more concerns--than ever before. 
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One of the fun things Mark Bates’ class did recently was make 
“Elijah bread” when they were studying how the widow fed Elijah.


