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October 2019
Issue 55  

“Deep and Wide” Thoughts from 
Doug 

“Birth through 18 years old?! How do you do that?” 
This is a question I hear often when I am out and 
about for training, leading training or consulting, and 
even within our own church family. It is a valid 
question! 

The mechanics of how I do this are trusting in the 
Lord for wisdom and the gift of a committed group of 
volunteers who love Jesus, children, and families. 
This would never happen without those two key 
ingredients and the loving support of our church 
body. 

You, as parents, are also key to this. We see your 
kids for an hour on Sunday morning, a Parents Night 
Out, a Parent Seminar, Sunday’s Cool, special 
events but you see them and invest in them far more 
hours than do we. 

You parent children now and soon you will be 
parenting teenagers. Throughout the thread of this 
time, we will be your larger and loving family. It is our 
desire to be consistent partners with you through the 
adventure.  

One of my greatest rewards is to be one of many 
shepherds caring for kids, birth through 18 years old. 
I hold the newborn at the hospital, get on the floor 
with the toddler at Parents Night Out, sing songs 
with the grade-schooler, enjoy fun events with the Jr. 
Highers, take high schoolers on mission trips and 
high five the graduating senior. I have the rare 
opportunity to see a “helicopter” view of the journey 
our kids travel and am blessed to be present with 
and pray for them. 

We are blessed to be together on the team with you. 
Let me know how we can best walk with you. 

Going wider and deeper, 

Doug 

Email: doug@fmcsb.org 
Text: 805-252-3216 
Office: 805-965-1338 x224 

mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
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COMING EVENTS 

October 3 – Marriage Seminar  

October 26 – Fall Family Festival 

November 15 – Parents Night Out 

November 24 – All Church Thanksgiving Dinner 

December 7 - Parents Shopping Time

BIBLE STUDY/ 
SUPPORT FOR PARENTS 

Pastor Nikki and I are writing to poll those of you 
who are looking for a small group support/Bible 
study time with childcare available. We are creating 
an "interest" list and then will determine specifics 
based on leadership and preferences. If you want to 
be on the "interest list" please respond to 
doug@fmcsb.org and nikki@fmcsb.org to let us 
know. We'll go from there.

REGISTRATION FORMS 
In this new school year, we are requesting every 
family complete registration forms for kids 
nursery through 5th grade. We had to change 
some wording regarding authorized people to 
sign in or sign out your child. Many of you have 
already completed these forms but we are still 
missing forms for about 40 kids. Forms are 
available at the WELCOME STATION on 
Sunday mornings. Thanks for your help with 
this. NOTE: The Special Medical needs form 
only needs to be completed if there are 
allergies. 

MASTER CALENDAR 
Master Calendars for 2019-2020 school year 
is available at the “WELCOME STATION” or 
you may find a copy on our fmcsb.org/
children webpage. This will give you a good 
“snap-shot” of the entire year to come.

Sunday School is a BLAST!!

Masterpiece!

mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
mailto:nikki@fmcsb.org
http://fmcsb.org/children
http://fmcsb.org/children
mailto:doug@fmcsb.org
mailto:nikki@fmcsb.org
http://fmcsb.org/children
http://fmcsb.org/children
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MARRIAGE SEMINAR for 
PARENTS 
Thursday, October 3 
5:30-7:30pm 
Dinner and Child Care provided 
(RSVP deadline for attendance 
and childcare is Sunday, 
September 29) 
  
“Reclaiming Love: Putting 
the Happily Back into Ever 
After”  
Dr. Andrea Gurney 
  
In our fast-paced, innovative, 
tech-savvy world where we are more 
connected than ever before, we are 
somehow missing the mark on the very thing 
we were created for — loving, intimate 
relationships. There are more divorces and 
fewer marriages today, and as a society, we 
experience more depression and anxiety 
than years past.  Time is a precious 
commodity and we seem to never have 
enough of it as we juggle the pressures of 
work and home and attempt to keep up with 
the Jones’; the stakes feel higher and 
happily-ever-after appears unattainable. 
  
Come hear from Dr. Andrea Gurney, a 
Harvard-trained psychologist, professor, and 
clinician as she equips and encourages us 
with practical tools and insights drawn from 
relationship science and her almost 20+ in 
practice with families and couples.  After our 
time together, you’ll walk away with a deeper 
understanding of how early relationships 
impact current ones, the lessons from 
neuroscience about the stages of love and 
romance, and how to communicate more 
effectively — including some quick tips for 
fighting fairly.    

FALL FAMILY FESTIVAL 
Saturday, October 26 is the date for 
the Fall Family Festival 2019. Our two 
lower church parking lots will be 
transformed into a “fun zone” for kids 
and families of Free Methodist Church, 
Cliff Drive Care Center and the whole 
community. Games, prizes, photos, 
cakewalks, bounce house, and a 
yummy barbequed lunch, will all be a 
part of the day. Don’t forget “Trunk or 
Treat” where people take the trunk of 
their cars, decorate it and add some 
sweets! 

The festival begins at 11:30 am and 
ends around 2:30 pm. 

We’d love for you to participate and 
help too. Sign-ups will be happening 
soon! 

Invite your friends!!!

Sunday 
Opening 
Singing 

Time with 
K through 

5th 
Graders
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SIGN IN/SIGN OUT 
Your child's safety is a high priority for us. When 
children are signed in they are officially in our care. 
When they are signed out they are officially in your 
care. Your signature is important and on these 
sheets is mandatory. It only takes a few seconds. 
Thanks for your help.

PICK UP AFTER SUNDAY  
9:30 AM SERVICE 
  
We are grateful for our church family. It is 
fun to hang out and talk with others after 
the service BUT we gently and kindly ask 
that you come down within 5 minutes after 
the service to sign out your kid(s) THEN 
you can go back to talking!! All of our 
teachers and helpers are volunteers and 
freely give of their time and talent. Your 
prompt pick up will allow them to not have 
to wait around for an extended period. 
Thanks for your understanding on this!

PLAYGROUNDS 
We love play, we love happy kids, and we 
love safe kids. We are blessed to have two 
playgrounds on our property. For the safety 
of your kids, please be sure, when you are 
with them, that they are playing in their age-
appropriate area. The playground closest to 
the church is built for preschoolers. The 
other playground is built for kindergarten 
through 5th graders. Our FM KIDS leaders 
will be ensuring children stay on their side of 
the fence. Your help will be appreciated too!

WHAT WE ARE LEARNING  

ON SUNDAYS 
Pre-School 

October 6     “It is good to love and obey God”  
  1 Samuel 3 

October 13    “We love God and choose to what is  
  right” 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

October 20    “We show God’s love by helping  
  others” 1 Samuel 16:11-12, 18;  
  17:34-35 

October 27    “God wants us to help our families”  
  1 Samuel 17:12-20 
  
Kindergarten through 5th grade 

October 6     “It is good to follow God”  
  2 Kings 22:1-23:30 

October 13    “God helps us to know what to do”  
  Jeremiah 1:1-10; 31:31-40 

October 20   “God is with us in the hard times”  
  2 Kings 24:18-25:21 

October 27   “God brings us hope” Ezekiel 37:1-14

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
“The sign of great parenting is not the child’s behavior. The sign of truly great parenting is the parent’s 
behavior.”    Andy Smithson
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RESOURCE 

BOOK: “Parenting Adolescents” by Kevin Huggins 

Check it out here! 

Before you ignore the rest of this resource idea hang on and hear me out. 
Learning how to parent teenagers begins many years before. Look at this 
brief description of the book: 

“In Parenting Adolescents, Kevin Huggins examines the many ties 
between rearing mature, Christlike kids, and developing maturity, wisdom, 
and Christlikeness in your own life. Rather than offering a series of formulas 
designed to generate better behavior in your kids, he shows how the normal ups and downs of 
family life can be used to build true love and godly character in you and your teens at the same 
time.” 

It is freeing to know our best parenting begins with our walk with the Lord and the godly character 
flowing out of our relationship with Christ. 

You will be glad you read this book, now.

Second and Third Grade Creativity!

https://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Adolescents-Kevin-Huggins/dp/0891096973
https://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Adolescents-Kevin-Huggins/dp/0891096973
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PLEASE CALL ME (Doug) if you want to talk about how your child is doing, if you have any 
questions about helping you and your child grow deeper in your faith, or if you just want to 
talk. I am here for you! My cell phone is 805- 252-3216.

Can You Guess What I 
Learned in Sunday School?

4th/5th Grade 
Love in Action

 Sunday School in Dad’s Lap… 
 the best!

  2nd & 3rd Grade Class on Sunday Morning


