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This is coming up on our third year of the Free Methodist Church engaging in the larger Santa Barbara 
community through the Westside Initiative. Each year draws us deeper into the lives of the Westside 
community, and we have been blessed and encouraged by God in and through our friendships. 
 
Our home above Carrillo Market at 624 W Carrillo, continues to be a hub of meeting space, a place of 
worship, and also a fun place to hang out and enjoy life together. Our typical rhythms revolve around 
our weekly gathering at Bohnett park. Every Sunday (unless we have rain) you can find us out at the 
park from 3:30pm to 7pm, BBQing pollo and carne asada (chicken and steak), while all of our 
community brings food to share. It’s a great time of fellowship and reminiscent of potlucks that are 
often a part of church tradition. A group of us play soccer at the park which continues to be a place of 
engagement for many youth and families. We enjoy each other’s company, check in one-on-one, play 
soccer, and everyone eats together as a family. 
 
On the first and third Thursday of the month, we meet at our home for a prayer, a bible study, and a 
shared meal. This is our time of spiritual formation, and it’s a joy to have another point of connection 
with our community. 
 
Two other rhythms were added to our community life this year: our discipleship cohort and family 
dinner. The discipleship cohort is our primary leadership training and equipping of community 
members. Pastor Ruth Loomer and I began the cohort in September with 9 individuals from our 
community. For 10 months, the cohort meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday for teaching and community 
around discipleship. The cohort is highly challenging and nurturing, and has a goal for each member to 
begin disicpling others in the community. Family dinners came out of the cohort as another means for 
all the community to live life together. On Mondays and Wednesdays, we cook and have an open door 
for our community to join. 
 
AYSO and club soccer has been a huge aspect of engagement in our community! This year, we had 
friends we had met on the Westside leading the team, the referees, pretty much all of it! Very exciting 
to see the empowerment that soccer has brought to our community. And as we’ve said before, nothing 
compares to seeing our kids on the field playing soccer, and our large, extended family cheering from 
the sidelines.  
 
Advocacy and community organizing have been a large part of our goals for the Westside Initiative. 
Collaborative work is always difficult, however we are thrilled to begin seeing a partnership form with 
Harding School, the Foodbank, Cottage Hospital, Westside Clinic, Uffizi Order and many other 
community-based organizations. There are many details to work out, but the important part is that 
many people who care about the Westside are coming together to streamline resources, and provide a 
holistic approach to caring for the community. 
 
This next year, we see God continuing to shape our community by extending more into the Westside. 
We’ll be seeing you each communion Sunday to come to the table with our larger Free Methodist 
family! 


