
WHY RETIRE NOW? 
Pastor Denny Wayman 

 
In March of 2015 I presented to the congregation why I believe the end of my 40th year as pastor of FMCSB is 
the right year to pass on the shepherd’s staff to the next lead pastor.i  The reason for this is three-fold. 
 

1. 80% of the reason is that the church is in a growing, thriving time rather than waiting until my ability, 
energy and acuity begin to be a detriment.  The tendency among leaders who love their ministry is to 
outstay our effectiveness and begin to harm the very church we’ve given our lives to serve.  Once the 
momentum of a congregation declines it is difficult, and some even say virtually impossible, to turn it 
around.  It is therefore out of love for our congregation that I am passing the baton to the next Lead 
Pastor when the congregation is the largest and strongest it has been in her 60 year history of ministry.  
I showed these graphs in March which reflect the pastor in relation to the church. 

              
 

2. 10% of the reason that now is the time for me to retire is I have a sense that God has some other forms 
of ministry for me to to do.  I will continue for two years as the Lead Superintendent of the FMCSC, a 
responsibility I already have but will have more focus as I continue this work ¼ time.  I plan to make my 
dissertation on developing trust and pastoral counseling teaching materials more available.  And for 
fun, I want to expand my work with film, develop Cinema in Focus more fully and write a screenplay. 

  
3. And finally the last 10% 

of my decision is to 
spend more time with 
our grandchildren.  
Although we will be 
staying in Santa 
Barbara because this is 
our home and church 
family, we want to visit 
our own family and be 
with Caden, Brooke, 
Cole, Connor and Alli 
while they are young and enjoy being with us.  We have a small window of about ten years when this 
family time is optimum both because of our present health and their young ages. 

i You can watch this on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tv7gsh218iY  
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